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THE APOSTOLIC FAITH 

2008 CAMP MEETING NEWS 

SUNDAY AUGUST 10 
 

 

The second week of our camp meeting began on Sunday August 10, with a beautiful, clement 

weather, which signalled to us that the Lord would start us off with His choicest blessings. 

 

The Sunday School elementary children from Oyo district thrilled and inspired the congregation with 

melodious songs.  Bible recitations and a playlet which centred on the theme of the camp meeting: 

“Arise, and Lead Thy captivity captive. 

 

They demonstrated the scene at Ziklag where the Amalekites  plundered David and his six hundred 

men and every man with his household and took them away into captivity.  David arose with a view 

to leading his captivity captive.  (Read 1 Samuel 30:1-20). 

 

He besought God to allow him to pursue the plunderers and God assented to it and promised to give 

him victory.  David and his men pursued, overtook, smote them and rescued all that the Amalekites 

had taken away.  The victory was total.  The performance of the little children captivated everyone 

and underscored the fact that all those who were bound in captivity of sin, oppression, sickness, 

shame, poverty and persecution, would lead their captivity captive and be completely delivered. 

 

The congregation was moved to tears when the Africa Overseer, Rev. Paul Akazue announced that 

our guests, Rev. Dwight Baltzell, Brother Cliff Paulsen, and Brother Onias Gumbo would be 

returning home on Monday.  August 11, 2008.  When Rev. Dwight got up to give the sermon, the 

sound of Amen that emanated from the congregation was thunderous and this gave an assurance that 

the Lord was about to overload us with blessings.  

 

He spoke on “Consecrated People.” Reading from Isaiah 1:18: “Come now, and let us reason 

together, saith the Lord; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though 

they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool,”  he said that God directed this encouraging 

statement to sinners.  But the subsequent two verses, 19, 20: “If ye be willing and obedient, ye 

shall eat the good of the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: 

for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it,” were directed to followers of God, that is, those who 

have been born into the Kingdom of God through salvation. 

 

Salvation is a walk with God and not a deliverance from one form of danger or another. To bring 

about this, consecration is required.  

 

Consecration is a sacred dedication for a specific purpose - God’s purpose 

 

In Romans 12:1, 2. we read: “I beseech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 

service.  Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

that ye may prove what  is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 

 

A consecrated life is a blessed life.  He urged all people to run to consecration and not run away 

from it.  An empirical example was Abraham (Genesis 18:10-19; 30:1, 2).  God promised him a son, 

and he had to wait for twenty five year to obtain the promise.  In those long years, he did not draw 

back from his consecration.  Even when God demanded that same promised son in a sacrifice, 

Abraham did not keep back his son, but laid him on the altar for God. 
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Our consecration will loosen the hands of God to pour blessing upon us.  Job, in all his afflictions, 

did not charge God foolishly, but instead, said, “God gave and God hath taken away; blessed be 

the name of the Lord.”  In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly” (Job 1:21, 22). 

 

Paul was another epitome of consecration.  He said: “I died daily” (1 Corinthians 15:31).  We need 

to present our bodies as living sacrifice.  Stop worrying, but start living.  He charged the youth to 

renew their consecration unto the Lord, because they are in a vantage position to offer God effective 

service while they are still young. 

 

He gave an illustration of a successful business man who fell ill because of worries and was at the 

verge of dying.  He lost confidence and concern for all his wealth because what he needed most was 

recovery from illness.  The doctors told him to stop worrying about anything and everything.  He 

obeyed and in a couple of days, his health began to improve.  Do you learn a lesson here?  Let God 

have His own way with you.  Paul yielded all to Jesus when he asked, “Lord, what would you have 

me to do?” (Acts 9:6).  

 

The sermon aroused the spirit of prayer and propelled the congregation to the altar.  It was 

marvellous how the people prayed and obtained their pardon from the Lord and many renewed their 

consecration to the Lord. 

 

The evangelistic service was a close follow up of the devotional service in the morning and a 

capsheaf of the day.   

 

The Choir and Orchestra triggered off the revival and the high points were the director of music at 

the Africa Headquarter who gave a flute solo medley and a sister who presented some familiar tunes.  

The congregation was already charged waiting to proceed to the altar of prayer and eschew the 

preacher quoting from Matthew 11:12, “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the 

Kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force” said everyone must press 

unto the Kingdom of God, eschew the works of the flesh in Galatians 5:19-21 since that is the 

essence of our holding the camp meeting.  The challenge triggered off a mighty revival. 

 

Testimonies 

Brother Cliff Paulsen testified about the goodness of God to him when he promised God that he 

would take God to High School, when he was offered a place.  God saved his soul, sanctified and 

baptised him with the Holy Ghost and fire.  God was faithful to His promise to keep him and see him 

through High School. 

In the process of time, God gave him a pretty and dutiful Christian lady as wife.  For eight years, 

they had no child.  The problem was not with his wife but with himself.  However, they continued to 

pray and trust God.  In due time, God gave them a son and eighteen month later, God gave them a 

daughter.  The entire family is serving the Lord.  God specialises in things thought impossible. 

 

Another brother testified to the power of God that saved, sanctified and baptised him with the Holy 

Ghost and fire. 

 

For eight years, after graduating from the University, he could not secure an appointment. He 

suffered greatly in this condition, but he kept trusting God. 

 

In  due time, God provided a job for him and when he was given the appointment, it was backdated 

by two years with the arrear of salary paid. 
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Four months later, he was promoted by two levels.  Thus, the Lord turned again his captivity and 

through His grace he led his captivity captive.  There is nothing God cannot do. 

 

Music Concert 

On Saturday August 9, there 

was a Music Concert staged 

by the National Choir and 

Orchestra.  It was well 

attended by members and 

other dignitaries in the 

country.  There were 

traditional rulers, captains of 

industries, leaders of thought 

and a host of other people 

drawn from various walks of 

life.  The concert was so 

blessed as the General 

Manager of the Ogun State 

Radio, who represented the 

State Governor remarked that 

it was heaven on earth to be at the concert because she felt the presence of God. About 10,000 

thousand people attended the music concert and went back to their destinations rejoicing and 

fulfilled.  

 

Earlier in the day, the Africa Overseer, Rev. 

Paul Oge Akazue and our guests, Rev. 

Dwight Baltzell, Brother Cliff Paulsen, 

Brother Onias Gumbo with a few others, 

including some members of the Choir paid a 

courtesy visit to the former President of  

Federal Republic of Nigeria, General 

Olusegun Obasanjo (GCFR).  It was a 

memorable occasion. 

 

The diverse blessings have been rolling 

upon us at this convention as could be seen 

in the statistics shown below:  

 

As at August 10 

Salvation    636 

Sanctification    407 

Baptised with Holy Ghost and fire 214 

Re-anointed    468 

Healed     606 

              2,331 
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Rev. Dwight Baltzell called to offer prayers for 

the Choir, the attendees and the nation 

The Choir and Orchestra playing one of their pieces during the concert 


